Jack Stokes
November 27, 1928 - October 6, 2021

John “Jack” Stokes was born on November 27, 1928, and died peacefully on October 6,
2021. He was the son of John Stokes, Sr. and Elizabeth Rogers Stokes and was raised
together with his sister, Mary in the Kensington Section of Philadelphia. It is there that he
honed his skills in athletics. He played Pop Warner Football, where he was propelled into
becoming an avid Eagles fan. He enjoyed Eagles season tickets for fifty years. But his real
talent was in boxing. On a bet from a high school friend, he entered a bout at Lighthouse
Boy’s Club, which he won in the first round. This eventually led to him winning the
Diamond Belt Championship sponsored by the Philadelphia Inquirer.
Jack attended Stetson Junior High and Northeast Public High, after which he was drafted
in the Army where he was a competitive boxer. Following his discharge from the service,
he entered Penn State where he continued to box on what became Penn State’s final
varsity team. His picture hangs in the lobby of Rec Hall to this day.
In 1952, he fell in love with the beautiful, Pegi Carbaugh in Atlantic City. They eloped in
1954 and had their daughter, Bobbi in 1955. Tragically, he lost his wife, Pegi in 1983.
Jack graduated from Penn State in 1956 with a business degree, but his dream was
always to own a bar. His dream came true in 1965 when he bought the bar at Front and
Allegheny, which he named Jack Stokes’ Old Ale House. Jack had the perfect personality
for the bar business because of his interest in sports, awesome sense of humor, and his
unconditional love of people.
In the 1980’s he sold his bar at Front and Allegheny and bought a bar on Bustleton
Avenue in Northeast Philadelphia and again named it Jack Stokes’ Ale House. It is here
where he met his longtime companion, Joyce Becker, on Super Bowl Sunday in 1990.
Jack and Joyce enjoyed spending time in Ft. Lauderdale, FL and Cape May, NJ. The
Jersey Shore was the place where they developed a wonderful social life that included
getting together with friends in Wildwood and listening to lots of live music.

Everybody wanted to be in Jack’s company, as he was known to light up a room. He was
larger than life, generous to a fault, and a true gentleman. He will be missed forever by
everyone who had the privilege of knowing him.
Jack is survived by his daughter, Bobbi Stokes and her husband, Dr. Scott Maslow, Cape
May; granddaughter, Morgan Stokes Maslow, Boston, MA; and longtime companion,
Joyce Becker, Cape May, NJ. He was predeceased by his wife, Pegi and his sister, Mary.
Relatives and friends will be received on Wednesday (Oct. 13th) from 11:30am - 12:30pm
in the Cape May Presbyterian Church, 500 Hughes St., Cape May where his memorial
ceremony will follow and begin at 12:30pm.
Donations in his memory can be made to the Alzheimer’s Foundation or St. Jude’s
Children Hospital.

Events
OCT
13

Visitation

11:30AM - 12:30PM

Cape May Presbyterian Church
500 Hughes Street, Cape May, NJ, US, 08204

OCT
13

Memorial Service

12:30PM

Cape May Presbyterian Church
500 Hughes Street, Cape May, NJ, US, 08204

Comments

“

An external video has been added.

Spilker Funeral Home - October 13, 2021 at 11:27 AM

“

“

Beautiful! What a life he had.
Leslie Stewart - October 30, 2021 at 09:50 AM

What a truly wonderful man.We will miss him and all the fun times with him,Peggy
and my folks.

Diane Meyer - November 21, 2021 at 09:46 PM

“

You lived a great life Jack ,True gentleman since I remember when I was a little girl I
shoeshined, Spilling pepper was a little funny memory!God bless and give all of our
loved ones a smile and hug and I’m sure you’ll be happy to see all the ole Stokesies
friends

Karen Rhuberg - October 14, 2021 at 09:11 PM

“

I remember shining shoes in Jack's bar when I was 14,15 and 16. Jack and Joe were
always good to me and my parents.

Jack Plunkett - October 13, 2021 at 07:34 AM

“

I am so sorry to hear of Jack’s passing. I knew Jack through the rental department at
Jersey Cape Realty. I will remember him fondly as a great guy with a great sense of
humor. My sincere condolences go out to Bobbi and Joyce and all the family. Rest in
peace, Jack.

Judy Penza - October 12, 2021 at 12:42 PM

“

My heart and prayers go out to his family. He was a great man we have known him
for many years Rest In Peace

George and Joanne Retallick - October 11, 2021 at 06:22 PM

“

My sister, Rosemarie Seyboth, would like to express her condolences to Jack’s loved
ones. Her husband, Tommy, considered Jack to be his best friend. I believe that she
met Tommy at Jack’s bar at Front and Allegheny. Tommy passed away in 1994.
Rosemarie and her friend Rita (who passed away in 2019) went to his bar on
Bustleton Avenue all the time. My sister is not in the best of health, so therefore,
cannot make the Memorial Service. Even though her memory is failing, she
remembers Jack as a great guy and friend. Prayers for Jack and hugs for all those
who love him!

Marge Kenny - October 10, 2021 at 01:19 PM

